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8 Lawn Tennis 
Graeme Kinross-Smith 
I see no reason why a space marked off in a field or playground would 
not as well serve for Tennis as an elaborately furnished and covered 
gallery. Let players try and make a game for themselves ... 
English advocate of plein-air lawn tennis, Lawn tennis, 
croquet, racquets etc Hlustrated (London, 1862) 
Do not think that tennis is merely a physical exercise. It is a mental 
cocktail of a very high kick. 
W. T. (Bill) Tilden, The art oflawn tennis (London, 1920) 
I N THE Sydney newspaper the Echo on 4 July 1885 appeared an article by a member of the Rational Dress Society reprinted from the Pall MaU Gazette. It urged the adoption 
by women of the 'dual skirt' (the equivalent of the loose 
culottes, often reaching to the instep, worn by women today, 
but generally not for tennis) for the benefit of 'increased 
activity of limb'. The article was illustrated for colonial readers 
by a line drawing of the skirt's design and another of a woman 
clad in it reaching with a tennis racquet for a high volley. 
The article gives notice that in Australian colonial society 
by the mid-1880s lawn tennis had become a game or recreation 
quite well known to a segment of the population at least, and 
probably still played more commonly by women than men. It 
had not yet become a 'sport'. 133 
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By that time also, tennis clubs had been established as 
adjuncts to male institutions such as the Melbourne Cricket 
Club (MCC) in 1878 (following the example of the United 
States where the first American tennis club, set up at the 
suggestion of a lady, became an adjunct to the Staten Island 
Cricket and Baseball Club as early as 18 7 4). The M CC Tennis 
Club was followed by clubs that grew from the Geelong gentle, 
man's club, the Geelong Club, in 1882 and the Sydney Cricket 
Club in 1885. The Australasian Lawn Tennis Association 
(precursor to the Lawn Tennis Association of Australia, and 
much later, in 1986, Tennis Australia) was founded in Sydney 
in 1904. These initiatives, these dates, set the scene for any 
social history of the pastime, recreation, game and sport of 
tennis in Australia. 
Tennis history that is little more than details of matches, 
illustrated by photographs of individuals and teams with rac, 
quets crossed, palls very quickly. Any account, therefore, that 
seeks to ask who played and plays tennis in Australia, and how, 
why, when and where they played, must begin by enquiring 
what it meant to players and spectators to participate in those 
informal games of plein~air tennis played in Britain, perhaps for 
centuries, up to the late nineteenth century and in games in 
Australia that emulated them after 1870 or thereabouts. Then 
comes that strange and under,researched interregnum that 
followed Major Wingfield's patenting of his new game oflawn 
tennis in 1874 and the selling of his 'tennis kits' to interested 
novices. The kits consisted of racquets, balls, polished ash 
poles, a strong, tanned cord net, lines, rubbers, a mallet, a drill 
and a racquet,press. They sold in Britain and abroad and 
reached the Australian colonies in travellers' luggage. 1 Then 
came the distilling and codifying of the better features of the 
several games of tennis being played in Britain at the time, first 
by the Marylebone Cricket Club in 1875 and then again in 
1877 by the All, England Croquet Club which promptly added 
'Lawn Tennis' to its name and staged its first gentleman's 
singles championship, in effect the first Wimbledon cham, 
pionship. From that time devotees of tennis had an official 
game to which to turn for instruction - a game very close to 
that played today. 
We can hear lawn tennis's debt to royal or 'real' tennis 
(strictly speaking the only game entitled to be called simply 
'tennis', as the The Times of London has insisted in its listing of 
results over the years) and its enclosed court and much more 
complex scoring in the advocacy of the plein~air tennis dc:votee 
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at the head of this piece. We can see that debt in artists' 
impressions of games played as early as the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries in Britain and France by people in the 
open air with no net, but using implements that resemble the 
racquets and the balls of the royal~tennis courts. We can follow 
the advent of plein~air or lawn tennis through innumerable 
permutations according to the players' whims and circum~ 
stances, through court shapes that resembled an hour~glass, 
narrow at the net and running to much wider base lines, and 
eventually to the rectangular court used since 1877. 
We can envisage colonists returning from 'home' to Aus~ 
tralia by ship in the 1870s with Wingfield's tennis kits. We can 
imagine the kits deployed in the innumerable variations on 
Wingfield's suggested game or on the new Marylebone Cricket 
Club and All~England Croquet and Lawn Tennis Club rules 
and we can imagine these colonial games played on the lawns 
of Sydney and Melbourne city houses or the lawns or bare 
spaces of country estates and stations. 
Who played? Those with the time and access to the space 
necessary to set out a court. And who were they? Largely the 
well~to~do. What balance was there between the sexes? Almost 
certainly a preponderence of women over men, but since we are 
still talking of tennis as a pastime - simply a minimally 
competitive and pleasant way of occupying time - whoever of 
either sex was available and fit at the time might play in pursuit 
of that uncovered India~rubber ball. The 'covered ball', at first 
simply bandaged with two strips of cloth and later with a more 
sophisticated woollen nap, appeared in the early 1890s, much 
to the chagrin of some players who felt it caused a decline in 
interest in matches, and made play in wet weather more 
difficult since the ball became so heavy. The earlier uncovered 
ball had been dried frequently with a towel or handkerchief 
during rain in order that play might continue. 2 The social 
tennis of that early period and its context is pictured in the 
account of the young Douglas Sladen, nephew of Sir Charles 
Sladen, Premier of Victoria in the 1860s. The young Sladen 
visited the Recreation Club in Geelong in 1880. 
Life at Geelong revolved around the Recreation Ground - a sort of 
club, which had some good tennis courts, and rooms where people 
could give receptions and dances. When it was not too hot the 
Society girls used the tennis courts a great deal ... They played too well 
for me to be welcome in their games ... When they were resting, as I 
had met them all, and was the nephew of the principal inhabitant, 
they were friendly ... 3 135 
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The story of Australian tennis is partly a story of vassalage to 
overseas influences, at first primarily British. Tennis, of course, 
was not alone in this and, like most of the popular sports, games 
and pastimes enjoyed by Australians before Federation -
cricket and rugby being foremost among them - it followed 
the English model. 
From this starting point in the 1870s, the social history of 
lawn tennis in Australia is also a story of the multi,factorial 
influences that affect the development of sport - technology; 
the roles of different social classes and their varying expecta~ 
tions; the relative roles of the sexes; the place of financial 
rewards, prize money, amateurism, professionalism and the 
influence of the media in the economics of the sport; the 
influences of history and geography; the roles of participants 
and spectators and so on. 
/Technology can be seen immediately to play a role. Lawn 
tennis would have been impossible without the development 
of the hollow India,rubber ball, since the royal,tennis ball, 
made of tightly~wound yards of tape with a cloth covering 
would bounce very little on grass. 
J-- How much was the playing of early Australian tennis gov, 
( 
erned by class? Certainly in the cities of the eastern seaboard 
and in Adelaide and Perth early games were the preserve of the 
wealthy and privileged. In the country the physical proximity 
of the ant, bed, clay or gravel courts of station properties might 
have suggested that the chance for a game had been open to a 
wider spectrum of men and women, including rural workers, 
and yet the social sanctions that applied to the mixing of social 
classes in other areas of life still generally applied, it seems, on 
the tennis court. Property owners and their families, worthy 
visitors, and senior employees such as station managers were 
the main players, albeit sometimes under pretty rudimentary 
conditions. 
By the mid, 1880s however, tennis players in the Australian 
colonies could be divided into those who had begun to pursue 
the game as a competitive sport and those who still pursued it 
merely as a pastime. During the 1880s and 1890s, competitive 
tennis reached its greatest heights in Melbourne, beginning 
with the Melbourne Cricket Club championships for men in 
1880, and for women in 1884; the formation in 1884 of the 
South Yarra Tennis Club (later Royal South Yarra Tennis 
Club) and the institution of a men's pennant competition, the 
precursor of the later Lawn Tennis Association of Victoria 
pennant and the current Victorian Tennis Association pen~ 
nant competition, from 1884. The Sydney equivalent, the 
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men's badge competition matches, began some time later in 
1890. In Sydney, the first colonial championships for New 
South Wales were held for both men and women in 1885 and 
inter,colonial championships were held there for the first time, 
also in 1885, and thereafter alternated between the two major 
capital cities. Similar inter~colonial ladies' matches began in 
1908. Matches between New South Wales, Victoria and the 
other colonies (later states) began in the mid, 1890s.4 Because 
of the difficulties of travel, New South Wales commonly 
played against Queensland, while Victoria played against its 
contiguous state, South Australia, although matches against 
other states were also held. In Geelong, Victoria, an annual 
Easter tournament was begun in 188 7 and by the mid, 1890s 
had become a showcase for some of the country's best players, 
both men and women, drawing names like A.H. Colquhoun, 
Alfred Dunlop, Rodney Heath, Norman Brookes, Gerald 
Patterson, J. B. Hawkes and Pat O'Hara Wood who were 
among the country's best male players up to 1930, as well as 
outstanding women players of colonial and post~Federation 
times such as Miss Shaw (later Mrs Colquhoun), Miss Howitt 
(the Victorian champion from 1894 until 1900), Miss Gyton 
and Miss Lily Addison. The ladies' singles event of the Geelong 
Easter tournament was also to become officially the Ladies 
Singles Asphalt Championship of Victoria in 1913, the club 
also hosting a number of international matches. 5 
Where did this new game and sport fit into the Australian 
social fabric? First, it retained novelty in the eyes of its devo~ 
tees, let alone those of the general public, as the possibilities of 
the game were explored. Witness the wording of the newspaper 
report of the theft in 1887 by some boys 'of the balls used in the 
game of lawn tennis' from the Customs House Reserve in 
Geelong, where the early Easter tournaments were conducted, 
and the air of mystery in the description of tennis's appurte~ 
nances, when set beside those of football and cricket, in the 
Geelong Times in 1889. 'The latest appliances are provided for 
the benefit of players. The nets are constructed of wire and the 
uprights are provided with a patent mechanism for increasing 
the tension of the nets when they become loose.' 
Events in early tournaments were commonly handicaps, the 
tournament handicappers taking it as a matter of pride in their 
skill when an accomplished player was taken to three exciting 
sets by a tyro. 6 The dress of men and women on the courts 
reflected the game's origins as a polite diversion on manicured 
lawns. The men in long trousers or knickerbockers, wide and 
colourfully~striped elastic belts or cummerbunds, and perhaps 
137 
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shirt and tie surmounted by a striped tennis blazer and straw 
boater hat1 or coatless in shirt and striped skull-cap, had an air 
of social swashbuckling, all in implied contrast to the sober 
business suit and watch chain. The ladies wore hair upswept 
and gathered in a bunch, with a straw 'gem' hat pinned to it 
with sharp hat-pins that proved dangerous in the frenetic 
activity of the game. Their tennis outfits were completed by 
white blouses and long skirts - 'three inches off the ground, if 
properly cut, is sufficiently short' as one leading designer had it. 
As the game became more competitive it saw modification 
and standardisation of all these elements. An interest devel-
oped in championship matches as well as handicaps at the 
highest levels of play; dress became less socially conscious and 
more attuned to the 'increased activity of limb' of striving 
players, but was always consonant with decorum and took its 
lead from what was acceptable at the All-England Lawn Ten-
nis Club at Wimbledon. Similarly, through the 1880s and the 
1890s the crucial differences in court surface! make of balls, 
racquet size and shape were brought into greater uniformity. 
The ways of playing the game also changed. In early social 
games delicacy, gentleness and 'science' were the norm, and 
the volley was not de rigueur. But S. W. Gore in winning his 
first Wimbledon championship gave notice of other possible 
tactics that had a great deal to do with his background as a 
'racquets' player not concerned with decorous self image, but 
with winning. He came to the net to tap the ball away by 
volleying into the corners, reaching sometimes into his oppo-
nent's court to do it. Thus when a team of New South Wales 
visitors came south in 1883 to play two Melbourne Cricket 
Club Tennis Club members in an exhibition the Melbourne 
Argus was able to point the way in its report. The visitors won 
resoundingly, the paper noted, 'owing chiefly to the pretty and 
unerring manner in which one of them "volleyed". He placed 
the ball from above and below the net without exercising the 
least force or ungraceful movement and has introduced a style 
here which from its grace and effectiveness ought to become 
very popular on our courts. '7 
From the ruck of prominent male players of the 1880s, 1890s 
and early 1900s - Gus Kearney, Dudley Webb, 
A.G. Colquhoun, 'Smasher1 Bayles, H. E. Webb, W. V. Eaves, 
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Ben Green, Alfred Dunlop, T. Tatchell, Barney Murphy, 
Rodney Heath, Harrie Rice, S. N. Doust, Leslie Gaden, H. A. 
Parker and others - came one that would stand out in the first 
century of Australian tennis. Not only would Norman Brookes 
hold his place as Australia's outstanding player for more than 
a decade, but he would play a large part in ushering Australian 
tennis onto the international stage with his winning of the 
Wimbledon singles in 1907. 
In 1908, during the first years of nationhood, Brookes also 
played a major role in changing the image of tennis in the eyes 
of the often scornful Australian devotees of the popular sports 
of cricket, racing and football. In November 1908, on a grass 
court specially laid down at the Warehouseman's Cricket 
Ground in St Kilda Road, Melbourne, the attention of Aus, 
tralia and the world centred on Brookes and his New Zealand 
team,mate, Anthony Wilding, as they strove against the Ameri, 
cans to retain for Australasia the Davis Cup they had won from 
the British at Wimbledon in the previous northern summer. 
The gruelling matches were played in a relentless heat,wave. 
The crowd saw Brookes play 102 games of world,class tennis 
over the first two days in temperatures over the century - an 
opening singles victory for Brookes, and a loss for Wilding, and 
then a second,day long and hard five,set doubles win, during 
which some spectators found the tension too great at four,all in 
the final set and had to leave the stands. By the time the crowd 
had settled for the start of the third day's play, with the 
thermometer at 101 degrees Fahrenheit (over thirty,eight 
degrees Celcius), a realisation was dawning on the sporting 
public. This was hardly a 'milk and water sport' as the prestig, 
ious English journal, the Sportsman, had disdainfully described 
it. The crowd, and the sporting press, were now seeing enacted 
in their own country contests that were both a physical and a 
psychological test of the players. Brookes finished in defeat in 
five sets, having played 159 games in the challenge round. 
Wilding saved the cup by winning his final singles in straight 
sets. Australian lawn tennis had earned a new esteem in the 
public mind. 8 
Brookes would go on to dominate the administration of 
Australian tennis, both men's and women's, until 1955. He 
played in a further six Davis Cup teams. He was sole Davis Cup 
selector for Australasia and Australia from 1907 until 1924, 
and continued as a member of the selection committee until 
1955. He served aU2resident of the Lawn Tennis Association 
of Aust~AA) from 1926 until 1955, and urged the 
establishme~J__of ,Kgg_yong as the centre of Victorian tennis in -
- - -~,--···· "' "•··--·---~----~·~-~-------------~ 
139 
Austra lasia ns Norman Broo kes 
(Australia) and Anthony 
Wild ing (New Zealand) 
striding onto the court at 
Albert Ground, Melbourne to 
defend the Davis Cup against 
the Uni ted States in 1908. 
(Col lection of Graeme Kinross-
Smith.) 
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192 7. He founded the Australian branch of the International 
Lawn Tennis Federation (ILTF) in 1951, and presided ruefully 
over the advent of professionalism among Australian players in 
the mid~ 1950s. Brookes died in 1968 at the age of n inety. 
Many of the threads of the social history of Australian tennis 
seen in its most accomplished players in the period from 
Federation until 1930 pass through the person of Norman 
Brookes. For a start, he was representative of the privi lege that 
largely determined those who reached great tennis prowess in 
Victoria. It is tempting to see this privilege as the main a venue 
to tennis success in Melbourne, while noting that the paths to 
accomplishment in Sydney seem to have been more varied and 
pluralistic. To study this 'Melbourne Club' of 1920s tennis is 
instructive in socio~historical terms. First we have Brookes, 
born in 1878, the son of a wealthy ship~owner, bridge~builde r 
and entrepreneur in paper mills and pastoral properties. He 
grew up in Melbourne,s Albert Park, close to the Warehouse-
man,s Ground (later the A lbert Ground, and now the home of 
the Victorian Tennis Association) where he often observed 
inter~colonial and interstate matches while learning his tennis 
from the age of five on the grass court at his home, Brookwood. 
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From the age of eight he often played and outwitted grown men 
among his father's acquaintance, and took the experienced 
international player Dr W. H. Eaves as mentor and coach. 
Brookes, described by the famous Bill Tilden as 'the greatest 
tennis brain of the twentieth century1, was a member of the 
prestigious Royal South Yarra Lawn Tennis Club, frequented 
by the Melbourne social set. He was a member of the Mel, 
bourne Club and the Australian Club. Through these clubs and 
the Geelong Club, the Geelong Lawn Tennis Club and his 
family's business and tennis connections Norman Brookes and 
his family were linked to the Patterson, O'Hara Wood, Hawkes, 
Schlesinger, Wertheim, Dunlop, Sandral, Strachan and Blair 
families, among others. Brookes was a friend, fellow tennis 
devotee and business associate ofT. A. Patterson, father of the 
renowned Davis Cup player, Gerald Patterson. Brookes coached 
the young Gerald Patterson in Melbourne and later initiated 
him and others like Jack Hawkes, 'Sos' Wertheim, Pat O'Hara 
Wood and Bob Schlesinger in forays to Wimbledon and Davis 
Cup venues overseas, as well as on the European and American 
tour, where Brookes' connections and his standing as a player 
after 1905 meant, as Richard Yallop demonstrates in his history 
of the Royal South Yarra Tennis Club, that he 'played with 
Counts and conversed with Kings'.9 
This coterie of Melbourne men players, at a time when 
Daphne Akhurst in 1928 and Joan Hartigan in the 1930s were 
the only Australian women players with the resources to tour 
abroad, had other factors in common in their backgrounds. 
They had all grown to tennis skill in the Lawn Tennis Associa; 
tion of Victoria (LT AV) Melbourne 'A' grade pennant compe; 
titian, in the Melbourne Cricket Club Autumn Championships 
and in the Public Schools' Championships, it being quite 
common then for public school boys to remain at school until 
the age of twenty or so. Brookes, Patterson, Hawkes and 
Wertheim had private courts at their homes and interacted and 
practised with visiting overseas players. They were all included 
in a social matrix that consisted of tennis in its house parties, 
tennis parties, jazz dances and full,dress tennis balls, self, 
financed international and interstate travel and travel to 
country tournaments. Brookes, Patterson and his father, Pat 
O'Hara Wood and Jack Hawkes and his father before him all 
filled posts important in the administration of Victorian and 
Australian tennis. All came from professional or business 
families and combined their Melbourne activities with partici, 
pation in the tennis and social world of Geelong, which, 141 
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through its grounding in the values of Western District pasto-
ralism, wool-broking and business helped to cement the cosi-
ness of the social set. 
Gerald Patterson is another interesting case study. He was 
the grandson of David Mitchell, land developer, quarry owner 
of the Mitchell Estate, builder of the Melbourne Exhibition 
Building among many others in the city, and father of Dame 
Nellie Melba, Gerald Patterson's aunt. Patterson's childhood 
home was Rohese with its grounds and grass tennis court in 
Kew, Melbourne where, later, as one of the world's leading 
players, he appeared with Hawkes, Schlesinger, O'Hara Wood 
and Wertheim at Sunday tennis parties of fifty people or more. 
He was educated at Melbourne's Scotch College. Already an 
interstate player, Patterson sailed to England at the outbreak of 
the First World War to gain a commission in the Royal Artil-
lery. He was awarded the Military Cross for an action at Ypres. 
After his 1919 Wimbledon win he returned to Australia where 
in 1922 he married Orme Riggall, a famous horsewoman, whose 
family owned large Gippsland cattle properties, and set up 
home in Kooyong. Patterson, who, with his wife, became a 
world traveller in the 1920s during the northern hemisphere's 
summer tennis season, taking in Wimbledon, the Riviera, the 
American championships and Davis Cup venues, had the ur-
banity of Brookes in mixing with influential society. He was on 
the board of Hawkes Brothers, hardware merchants and mild 
steel importers, Geelong, and often visited the Hawkes beach 
house and tennis court at Barwon Heads. He also played royal 
tennis at the Melbourne court that fronted onto the Exhibition 
Gardens. At the suggestion of the great tennis devotee, Robert 
Gordon Menzies, Patterson entered conservative politics and 
stood as a candidate for Menzies' United Australia Party in the 
Federal seat of Corio in Victoria in 1940, but was defeated. In 
1946 he toured overseas as non-playing captain of the Austral-
ian Davis Cup team with John Bromwich, Dinny Pails and 
Adrian Quist. Patterson's tennis prowess took him to victory in 
the Wimbledon singles in 1919 - at the age of twenty-four he 
defeated his forty-one-year-old mentor, Norman Brookes, and 
again in 1922. He played in the Australian Davis Cup teams of 
1919, 1920, 1922, 1924, 1925 and 1928, and won many other 
Australian and international tournaments. 
The team-mates of Brookes in his three Davis Cup appear-
ances after the First World War and of Patterson in his six 
Davis Cup appearances were, in the main, Victorians drawn 
from this social group. In 1919 R. V. Thomas of South Aus-
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tralia and J. 0. Anderson of New South Wales joined Brookes 
and Patterson in the Australian team. The 1920 team was 
composed of Victorians. In 1921 Norman Peach and Clarrie 
Todd of New South Wales joined Hawkes and]. 0. Anderson 
in the team. In 1922 Anderson accompanied Wertheim, 
Patterson and O'Hara Wood. In 1923 he again joined three 
Victorians - this time Hawkes, L D. Mclnnes and Bob 
Schlesinger. In 1924 Fred Kalms, a wheat and sheep farmer 
from West Wyalong in New South Wales, as the sole repre, 
sentative from country tennis in the Australian Davis Cup 
team, stood at the ship's rail with Patterson, O'Hara Wood and 
Bob Schlesinger as SS Sonoma left Sydney for Honolulu and 
the United States. Australia mounted no Davis Cup teams in 
1926 or 192 7 and when it did again in 1928 the selections 
signalled not only the advent of the Crawford era in Australian 
tennis (Patterson was selected with Jack Crawford and Harry 
Hopman) but the coming of a greater pluralism- modelled on 
the Sydney receptivity towards all comers, rather than on 
Melbourne exclusivity - in the opportunity for a wider range 
of players to gain experience and to reach their full potential. IO 
What of the place of social class among ordinary weekend 
and spare~time Australian tennis players up to this time? Clearly 
this varied from place to place, community to community. And 
yet there is strong evidence that until technological and social 
factors came together to open tennis as a sport to a wider spec~ 
trum of the Australian population in the 1950s and 1960s, 
social clout and financial standing still played considerable 
roles among club players, even though among tennis devotees 
this sometimes remained unacknowledged or unrecognised. 
'Austral', the tennis writer of the sporting journal, the Referee, 
in his idiosyncratic book Lawn Tennis in Australia presents us 
with a picture of tennis for the ordinary player in the country in 
1912. Tennis, he wrote, brought together 'in a friendly, and in 
this case, wholly unimportant rivalry, those who wish to gain 
social intercourse at the same time as they find opportunity for 
moderate exertion in the open air'. 'Austral' paints for us the 
getting up of a game on a station property, with telephone calls 
to neighbours, so that young men might come the intervening 
eight miles on horseback, while the car is sent twenty miles to 
bring the McPhillamy girls to the court. These players, he 
stresses, are not champions, the finer points of stroke,making 
are lost upon them. They are 'get the balls over or bust' players, 
from among whom, as he says, might nevertheless come a 
Crossman or a Windeyer (naming two of the crack country 143 
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players of New South Wales of the 1890s), or a Clarrie Todd, 
who became in 1921 the first country player to be selected in an 
Australian Davis Cup team. 'Every country town', he writes, 
'has its local club, where, in the cooler winter (the inland 
summer being often too hot for tennis and the young men being 
called to cricket) the local dentist and one or two solicitors set 
out for a game. Out here in Australia we luckily have no class 
distinctions,' and he remains unaware of the ironic contradic-
tion between his examples and his generalisation. 11 
Tennis at club level in the capital cities and larger provin-
cial towns was still probably primarily a Protestant pursuit, 
surrounded by the business ethic and the concomitants of the 
Masonic Lodge, with due concern for decorum, appropriate 
dress (in which the All-England Lawn Tennis Club at Wimble-
don provided the lead) and social acceptability - so that a 
club president in the Victorian provinces could deplore the 
specially bestowed membership of a promising teenager in the 
1940s because she travelled to and from the courts by tram, her 
parents not having a car to collect her. 12 
Sydney and places further to the west and north were more 
relaxed and accepting of such things, more welcoming of a wide 
spectrum of society in their club memberships. If social privi-
lege, exclusivity and private means tended to be the Mel-
bourne pattern until 1930 or thereabouts, in enabling players 
to reach the heights, Sydney seemed to exemplify other ways of 
coming to recognition. Sydney had a stronger tradition of 
tennis prowess developed through country tennis, on the one 
hand, and on the other, support of promising players through 
employment by sporting firms when they had been drawn to 
the capitals. 13 J. 0. Anderson was raised in Strathfield, Sydney, 
while Jack Crawford had his grounding on the station court of 
his family at Urangeleine, near Albury, coming to Sydney in 
1926 when he was seventeen. Later, in Sydney, Anderson 
worked as a sporting sales representative and subsequently ran 
his own small business and Crawford worked for a sporting 
firm. Room could be found at the top for players of great ability 
but of dubious social standing - as in the case of the country-
reared Davis Cup players Clarrie Todd and Fred Kalms, for 
example -but perhaps not without cost to them socially. Fred 
Kalms felt considerable loneliness and ostracism on his over-
seas tour in 1924, having so little in common socially or in 
education, cultural background and urbanity with Patterson, 
O'Hara Wood and Schlesinger and the accompanying Brookes. 14 
Australia's success as a tennis nation, despite its remarkably 
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v small population, owes debts to country tennis and to climate 
'A: - the two go together. Robert Gordon Menzies, at pains to 
explain that success in the 1950s, when the country's popula~ 
tion was a mere nine million, put it thus: 'Australia, for tennis 
purposes, is one large California. The varying climates of the 
six states have this in common: they favour outdoor sport and 
outdoor living. Material standards of life are high; leisure is 
abundant ... Most dwelling houses stand in their own grounds 
and gardens. For all these reasons our inbred love of sport finds 
opportunity and expression ... ' .15 It was that climate and oppor~ 
tunity that allowed so many country people to play on ant~bed, 
gravel and asphalt courts in country New South Wales and 
then to come to Sydney when Country Week was inaugurated 
in 1909 to play on the immaculate grass courts at Double Bay 
and from 1923 at White City, off Rushcutters' Bay, there to 
battle first for the country championship and then to play 
against the city~nurtured players in the City~Country match. 
And similar traditions of country competition developed in 
other states. The players of great ability delivered to Australian 
tennis through this tradition in New South Wales, Victoria 
and Queensland, despite being distanced in their formative 
years from coaching and regular top~ level competition, are 
legion: among the women are Louise Bickerton, Edie 
Butcherine, Esme Ashford, Marjorie Cox (Crawford), Margaret 
Smith (Court), Cynthia Sieler (Doerner), Evonne Goolagong 
(Cawley), Jan Lehane and Diane Fromholz (Ballestrat): among 
the men, Gus Kearney, Jim Bayley, Jim Willard, Clarrie Todd, 
Fred Kalms, 'Gar' Moon, Cliff Sproule, Vic McGrath, Jack 
Crawford, Jim Matthews, Rex Hartwig, Geoff Brown, Jack 
Arkinstall, Bob Howe, Bob Mark, Tony Roche, Mark 
Edmondson, Mal Anderson, Roy Emerson and Rod Laver. Part 
of the input of country tennis in New South Wales also 
consisted of the 'Dubbo Hardcourts': from 1915 until the early 
1950s the New South Wales Hardcourt Championships were 
played at Dubbo in the central west pastoral country of the 
state, drawing crowds of two to three thousand people in the 
stands during June in earlier years and later each September. 
Most people are familiar with the chief actors in Australian 
tennis from the 1930s on. Crawford's smooth~stroked and 
relaxed genius dominated much of the 1930s until players who 
had striven in his shadow began to emerge - Hopman, 
Bromwich, Quist and others. Nancy Wynne (Bolton) became 
a force in Australian women's tennis to be compared with the 
earlier Brookes in male ranks or with Margaret Smith (Court), 145 
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who was to come to prominence in the 1960s. Wynne was six 
times winner of the Australian women's singles championship 
from 193 7 until 1951. Australian and state championships, as 
well as Australia's account of itself in Davis Cup competition, 
were centred around John Bromwich and Adrian Quist during 
the 1940s, their careers interrupted, as so many were, by 
military service during the Second World War. The pair 
nevertheless won the Australian doubles championship eight 
times between 1938 and 1950 and, playing all rubbers between 
them, won the Davis Cup from the United States in 1939, 
figuring also in several other challenge rounds after the war. 
The 1950s saw a major change in tennis both in Australia and 
overseas - a change that ushered in Australia's greatest hour 
among the tennis,playing nations. It was an hour which can 
never come again, considering the popularity of the game 
world,wide in the 1990s, the incentives for players to dedicate 
themselves to the game from their early teens, and the great 
depth of talent among both women and men players repre, 
sented in the first 200 names on world computer rankings. That 
1950s change was generated primarily in America by Jack 
Kramer's insistence first on the superiority of the serve,and, 
volley game - powerful serve; then speed to a killing volley or 
smash- when set against the longer and more patient rallies, 
placement and tactics of the Crawford, Bromwich,Quist era, 
and also on his undaunted orchestration of professional tennis, 
against the conservatism of the world's tennis administrations. 
It was around the young and talented Frank Sedgman that 
these changes were enacted in Melbourne, Australia. Harry 
Hopman played his last tennis at international level as playing 
manager of the 1938 Davis Cup team and in the 1939 team1 and 
then began his run as Australian Davis Cup captain in 1950. 
When he retired from that role in 1969 he had seen Australia, 
now playing in the American Zone, to fifteen Davis Cup 
victories 1 principally against the Americans. Sedgman was 
Hopman's first protege, and spearheaded the Davis Cup victo, 
ries of 1950, 1951and1952. In 1952 he won the Wimbledon 
singles, doubles and mixed doubles titles and then repeated the 
triple feat at the United States national championships. Within 
two days of the end of the 1952 challenge round, Seggman 
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signed as a professional with Jack Kramer's tennis troupe, and 
was soon followed by Ken McGregor. After their exploits 
under Hopman's tutorship in the Davis Cup in 1953, 1954 and 
1955, Ken Rosewall (in 1956) and Lew Hoad (in 1957) also 
turned professional. They were to be followed in this golden 
hour of Australian tennis by Ashley Cooper and Mal Anderson 
in 1958, Rod Laver in 1963, and Roy Emerson, John Newcombe 
and Tony Roche in 1966~67. In the eighteen years from 1950 
to 1968 these players had ensured that an Australian won the 
Wimbledon men's singles titles eleven times, the French sin~ 
gles nine times and the American twelve times. Australians 
also won the Wimbledon men's doubles thirteen times. Of 
them all, Laver was perhaps the most accomplished, winning 
the Wimbledon singles title four times and the Grand Slam 
(the French, Wimbledon, American and Australian titles) not 
once, but twice, a feat never equalled and scarcely likely to be, 
given today's multitude of talent. It was not until 1968 that an 
International Lawn Tennis Federation decision allowed pro~ 
fessionals to enter the Wimbledon championships and other 
international events, and from that time the Australian na~ 
tional and state championships have been open to both profes~ 
sional and amateur, bringing back to the general fold all the 
champions lost in the interim as competition for rising players. 
In the period from 1960 until 1973 Australia produced its 
greatest woman player in Margaret Smith (Court). As well as 
numerous other titles, Court won the Australian women's 
singles championship eleven times, Wimbledon three times, 
six United States singles titles and the Australian women's 
doubles on nine occasions, as well as winning the Grand Slam 
in 1970, and playing for Australia in many Federation Cup 
matches. She made two successful comebacks to top~ level 
tennis after having children. 
The path to success for Australian male players has required 
a great deal of dedication and courage of each individual. The 
way to comparable success for women has been even more 
difficult in a sport that has been male~administered and in 
which males receive more attention for their physical strength. 
From the beginnings of tennis in Australia and elsewhere, the 
mounting of events for women has lagged behind the initiation 147 
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of men's titles. The chances for men to make overseas tours 
either privately, or with the support of the LT AA for Davis 
Cup tours began earlier and have been much greater than those 
for women over the years. The New South Wales player Mrs 
Mall Molesworth was able to tour overseas in the 1920s and 
play at Wimbledon because her husband gained a fellowship to 
Oxford University. 16 In 1922 a New South Wales women's 
team toured New Zealand where they won all their matches 
and were prominent in the national championships. In 1925 
the first Australian women's tennis team sailed for Europe -
Daphne Ackhurst, Esna Boyd, Mrs Harper and Mrs Utz. In 
1928 Louise Bickerton and Daphne Ackhurst toured overseas. 
But these were sporadic opportunities. In the 1930s Joan 
Hartigan was fortunate to be able to tour overseas during the 
Depression years of the 1930s. She toured with the Davis Cup 
team in 1934 and was beaten by Helen Jacobs in the Wimble~ 
don semi~finals that year and by Helen Wills Moody in 1935. In 
the opinion of some of those knowledgeable about Australian 
tennis, Nancye Wynne (Bolton) might have become the world's 
leading woman player if she had been nurtured with overseas 
experience earlier in her career, but the interruption of the war 
years and the death of her husband on active air~crew service in 
Europe combined with the lack of opportunity for women 
players to prevent it. 17 
The challenges issued by women players to male decision~ 
makers at the top level - indeed at all levels - of Australian 
tennis had been a steady necessity since the game's inception. 
It became more forthright and public in the 1950s, but became 
more intense again after the advent of professionalism. In 1956 
Mary Carter (Reitano) and Daphne Seeney objected to being 
moved from centre court at Milton, Brisbane, during the 
progress of their Australian championships semi~final to make 
way for a men's match, and went on strike by locking them~ 
selves in the dressing room until a compromise was reached. 
Again in 1961 women players locked themselves in the Kooyong 
dressing rooms until granted a more equitable share of the 
centre court for their matches. 18 Margaret Smith (Court) 
protested vehemently at the inadequate conditions provided 
for the women's teams on tour under the management of Nell 
Hopman in the early 1960s, 19 and other players also com~ 
plained of the inadequate living expenses paid by the Lawn 
Tennis Association of Australia for women players living in 
London for the weeks of the Queen's Club tournament and 
Wimbledon. It was not until 1963 that an international com~ 
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petition for women (the Federation Cup) to rival that of the 
Davis Cup for men was established, partly due to the efforts of 
Nell Hopman. The third year's round of Federation Cup matches 
were held at Kooyong, Melbourne, bringing teams from all over 
the world. 
In 1970 the Australians Kerry Melville (Reid) and] udy Tegart 
(Dalton), playing as professionals, joined six other interna, 
tional players including Billie, Jean King and Julie Heldman to 
boycott the Pacific South, West tournament promoted by Jack 
Kramer, for which the women's prize money was little more 
than half that for the men. 20 With the aid of Gladys Heldman, 
editor of World Tennis, the women players went on to establish 
the first tournament for women on the professional circuit -
the Virginia Slims tournament. 21 In Australia, the first tourna, 
ment to offer equal prize money for women players was the 
South Australian Open in 197 3. In 197 4 the Australian W om, 
en's Tennis Association (A WT A) was founded. It conducted 
its first sponsored women's tournament in Sydney. In 1990 the 
A WT A became the Australian Federation Cup Foundation. 
By 1982 the venue of the Australian Open championships 
was firmly established at Kooyong and the Australian women's 
championships were re,integrated with those of the men to 
meet the standards set by the International Lawn Tennis 
Federation for a Grand Slam event. In 1983 the total prize 
money for the Australian Open exceeded one million dollars 
for the first time, and planning began for a new tennis centre 
in Melbourne that would host it as part of the Grand Slam. 
Since the opening of the National Tennis Centre in 1988, the 
Australian Open has drawn the best women and men players of 
the world to Australia in January each year. 
Where does tennis stand now as a sport in comparison with 
earlier decades? Melbourne still perhaps holds an edge in the 
concentration of the administration and staging of Australian 
tennis, but in some ways that is a hollow claim in the final 
decade of the century, when Australian tennis is so closely 
integrated with the international circuit. 
It is probable that in the 1990s in Australia, a greater propor, 
tion of tennis's devotees than in earlier decades actually play 
the game at one level or another as well as watch it, although 149 
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this is not necessarily the case in other countries where avail-
ability of courts is low. Tennis world-wide continues its rise in 
popularity. In this - as in other aspects of the game such as its 
organisation and policing, prize money, the Davis Cup com-
mitment of professionals, the nature of galleries, the public 
image of players - technology has played an important part 
and binds Australian tennis more firmly than ever to overseas 
trends. The distinctive image of Australian players that was 
possible in the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s has been blurred by the 
sheer plethora of events on the professional circuit, and by the 
homogenisation of the sport brought about by the availability 
of rapid travel, large purses, computerisation and the role 
played by the media and, in particular, television. The passion-
ate interest shown across the nation in the radio descriptions of 
the 1953 Davis Cup match between Lew Hoad and Tony 
Trabert at Kooyong is unlikely to occur in the televised and 
computer-ranked 1990s - tennis is no longer so closely linked 
to the national psyche. 
Technology's first contribution to lawn tennis was, as we 
have noted, the India-rubber ball that made the game possible. 
Later came the possibility of air travel, enabling Australian 
players to avoid the long sea voyages to the metropoles of the 
sport in the northern hemisphere. As Jack Hawkes has said of 
his overseas travel in the 1920s: 'Even to reach America for the 
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Davis Cup matches meant nearly a month aboard ship. We 
didn't train very seriously. We arrived pretty flabby and then 
relied on the American tournaments before the Cup ties to get 
physically fit again.' 22 
Meanwhile, racquet construction had followed a steady 
improvement in materials and strength, and court surfaces 
other than asphalt, ant-bed, grass and gravel became possible, 
particularly in the capitals. Air travel facilitated the early 
professional tours, and although tennis players had always been 
aware of playing to the gallery, these tours were the beginning 
of tennis as show business1 a trend taken up and refined when 
tennis became a television sport, and therefore a sport inextri-
cably bound to advertising. In the 1990s, the timing of end 
changes in matches is geared to the time taken to show 
television commercials, and top players earn much of their 
money from endorsements of products that might be repre-
sented by a logo glimpsed in the heat of action on television or 
that are advertised in print or television by the player's face or 
name.Today, technology's development of the powerful, wide-
bodied racquet has prompted discussion of changes to the rules 
to accommodate the added advantage it gives the server, and 
there is experimentation with electronic means of determining 
when those bullet-like services are faults. 
The welter of events with prize money today and the com, 
petition for those prizes means that gym work and the use of 
sports psychology and specialised coaching are standard for top 
players. National training for promising juniors is partly insti, 
tutionalised through such bodies as the Australian Sports 
Commission, Tennis Australia and the Australian Institute of 
Sport and partly sponsored by companies whose image in 
association with tennis can boost sales. In the debate about our 
perceived need to create a player in the top fifty of the 
Association of Tennis Professionals computer rankings lurk 
the old yearnings for something equivalent to the Hopman era 
of the 1950s and 1960s - and the same complaints of inequity 
in favour of males in apportioning of funds, coaching assist, 
ance, assistance with travel, and in the ratios of male and 
female in administrative and coaching positions emerge again. 23 
In all this increase in monetary rewards, speed, variety of 
event, televising of matches and upgrading through technology 
of equipment, the nature of the tennis gallery in Australia has 
changed, as it has world-wide. Watchers, especially those who 
are non-players, are more partisan today in a sport that once 
prided itself on non-partisan applause. Players and umpires 151 
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tolerate it for the benefits to the sport and to the coffers of 
sponsors, tournament organisers, television channels and indi~ 
viduals in a game in which since 197 3 in Australia we have seen 
the advent of corporate boxes at court side, in which business 
and professional employees wine and dine, while watching a 
game that often they do not understand in any depth. 
Much of this is endemic to tennis world~wide and is not 
specific to Australia, and is preoccupied with winning, with 
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success. But if we look into the picture that represents the 
midpoint of the experience of tennis to Australians in the mid, 
1990s - those local suburban courts on weekends and in the 
evenings, with the traffic flowing past scarcely out of hearing 
but almost out of mind, and four kids just about to become 
teenagers (one of them is named Milisovic and another Tan 
Toh Lim) vying on one court while two middle,aged couples 
battle it out in a mixed doubles on the other- it seems that the 
game is accessible these days to people from a greater range of 
socio,economic circumstances and cultural backgrounds than 
ever before. They play as release, as experiment, as laughing 
competition. And yet, from the way Milisovic is pounding 
down those double faults, we could swear that he has been 
watching television and that he is trying to be a young man 
called I vanisevic. 
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